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ave you heard about the guy who hoisted

himself on his own petard? This is a tale

about bedsores, books and liars. I would
like to share it with you.

Flossie Pumphrey went to Heritage Hall Nursing
Home from Mary Washington Hospital. When she
went to the nursing home she was recovering from
several small pressure sores (sometimes called
bedsores). She stayed at the nursing home for 24
days before returning to the hospital. When she
returned to the hospital from the nursing home, she
was covered in pressure sores. Some of them were
huge. The two on her left hip went down to the
bone with a connecting tunnel under her skin
between the two sores. The one on her buttocks
went down to the bone and was about eight inches
in diameter. Twenty-five days after her return to the
hospital she died.

Her daughter sued the nursing home for personal
injuries to her mother. The jury returned a verdict
of $1.25 million, $400,000 in compensatory
damages and $850,000 in punitive damages. The
verdict was set aside as excessive and a new trial
was awarded on the issue of compensatory damages

only. The second jury returmed a verdict of
$300,000 in compensatory damages. The plaintiff
has appealed the order setting aside the verdict.

In order to understand the cross-examination,
you must understand a few terms. A pressure sore,
a bedsore, and a decubitus ulcer are all the same
thing. A pressure sore, by definition, absolutely can
not occur without pressure. (Thercfore it you ever
try one of these cases, never never call it anything
except a pressure sore.)

Pressure sores come in four stages. The first
stage is called blanchable erythema. It’s a red spot
on the skin. It looks like the red spot you will get on
your elbow if you lean on a table for a time. This is
a little different, but that’s what it looks like. If you
mash on the red spot of blanchable erythema with
your finger, the red spot will turn white when you
remove your finger. With blanchable erythema all
you have to do is relieve the pressure and the red
spot will go away and the skin will return to
normal. ’

Stage two is non-blanchable erythema. [t looks
like blanchable erythema except the red spot does
not turn white when you mash on it Tt stays red.






